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8-27-16 
 
Lisa and Mike Carter 
513 Islebay Drive 
Apollo Beach, FL  33572 
813-335-2936 
carterlisaj@verizon.net 
 
Per your request, Lisa Carter (homeowner) contacted Jeff Earl (owner/project 
manager) with Foundation Masters, LLC a Licensed Civil Engineering 
Company in Florida (CA# 30969) to conduct a visual inspection to determine 
the current structural condition of a retaining wall located along the back of 
the property. 
 
Foundation Masters, LLC is very familiar with the retaining walls and 
seawall failures in this community.  There are two main reasons for the 
retaining wall failure. 
 

1.) Poor design and construction, (filling the cells of the retaining wall with 
concrete).   

2.) Placing this very heavy retaining wall too close to a under designed   
constructed seawall. 

 
The seawall cannot resist the lateral loads from the soils behind the seawall. 
When you add the loads from the very heavy retaining wall above the seawall 
failure is inevitable.  As the seawall deflects outward the retaining wall 
above will settle down into the loose sandy soils from the seawall failure. 
 
The recently newly constructed seawall that was placed in front of the failing 
seawall appears to be properly constructed.  The settlement in the retaining 
wall will speed up from the vibration of the sheet piling installation.  This is 
to be expected to some degree.  The settling retaining wall can be repaired 
and lifted back to its original elevation or as close to and secured with a steel 
pier system. 
 
Foundation Masters, LLC would recommend installing the following to correct 
the previous settlement. 
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Install steel piers specifically designed for this application at approximately 
every 7-8’ along the footer of the retaining wall.  Estimated pier project cost 
is $23,600.00. 
 
Foundation Masters, LLC will also include the removal and replacement of 
affected pavers.  The homeowner is responsible for any additional pavers or 
block that may be required.  
 
If you would like to move forward with this project the next step is to set up a 
sight meeting with our Chief Civil Engineer Ken Sands P.E. to work out some 
construction details. 
 
Contractor assumes normal construction.  Abnormal amounts of 
concrete/ poor construction or previous underpinning encountered 
will be an additional charge to continue as specified in contract.  All 
agreements are contingent upon strikes, accidents or delays beyond 
our control.  This bid is valid for 30 days. 
 
Foundation Masters, LLC will honor a limited lifetime transferrable 
warranty on the labor for the steel pier installation.  Guarantee does 
not cover:  movement caused by earthquake, severe wind, soil 
subsidence, flood or any similar man condition.  Warranty is void if 
any other work is done by another contractor or individual on which 
can directly or indirectly have an impact on any work done by 
Foundation Masters, LLC.  Your exclusive remedy shall be for 
correction of any defect in workmanship and materials set forth in 
contract in no event shall you be entitled to consequential damages, 
regardless of whether the claim is based on warranty, contract, tort, or 
otherwise.  You acknowledge that you have not relied upon any other 
warranty, promise or representation, either written or oral, and that 
the foregoing is the sole warranty regarding the work to be performed.  
Warranty is not in effect unless payments are made as specified below.   
 
All work will be performed according to contract.  All payments are 
expected to be made as stated below.  Non-payments will result in a 
finance charge every 30 days until paid in full and legal action will be 
taken.  Liens may be applied and attorney fees will be reimbursed. If 
payment is made using a credit card a 3% bank finance charge will be 
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added to each transaction. 
 
Payment plan is to be determined.  
 
$    23,600.00   Total 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
Jeff Earl 
Foundation Masters, LLC 


